
STREET OF STAIRS 
A novel: complete and unabridged 

 
 
 
 Street of Stairs was written in two and a half years, between early 1962 and 

the summer of 1964.  William Burroughs, calling it the best book about 
Morocco that he had read, encouraged Maurice Girodias to publish it in 
1968 through his Olympia Press, then operating out of New York.  The 
Olympia Press edition (in English and German) is radically abridged, 
leaving only its plot, and the plot is chronologically rearranged.  It gives 
little idea of the actual novel and is more like excerpts from it.  The text 
below is the only complete and unabridged version of the original. 

 

 
 
 Left to right:  Ronald Tavel, Jack Smith, unidentified man, filmmaker Harry 

Smith, initial sponsor of The Theatre of The Ridiculous Panna Grady, 
William S. Burroughs, and Andy Warhol in 1965 at the El Quijote 
restaurant, next door to the Chelsea Hotel, West 23rd Street, New York City.  

 
 
 
 
 
 






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































