
 

 
 
 
 
Abeltje     : Lift boy 

Blackboards 
Boot Polish    India 

The Breadwinner   UK 1898 
Buttons     : Jackie Coogan as ocean liner pageboy 
Confirm or Deny US 1941 : Roddy McDowall (13) as office boy killed in an air raid while on night watch 

for the ARP. 

CrissCross US 1992 : In 1969 Florida, 12-yr old Chris (David Arnott) works as pool-sweeper, hot 

dog vendor and paperboy.  Mom Goldie Hawn works as hotel waitress and stripper. 

The Cry of the Children US 1912 : “Thanhouser Kid” Marie Eline, 10, having expired of poor factory working 

conditions, is seen returning to console her parents in angel’s garb. The film was 
made as an explicit call for labour reform and, at 28 minutes, an epic for its day. 

Curing the Office Boy 
David Copperfield UK TV serial 1974 : Orphaned David is packed off by wicked stepfather Murdstone 

to work in a London bottling factory. With Jonathan Kahn as David. 

Dolly of the Dailies   : 
The Fairy  (1898) 
Fortune Lane 
Historja Zoltek Cizemki 
H.M.S Defiant 
How Green Was My Valley US 1941 : Based on John Llewellyn’s bestselling account of his boyhood in a turn-of-

the-century Rhonda Valley mining village.  Roddy McDowall plays the author as a 
boy, who graduates from school with flying colours, but at age +/-14 still goes down 
the pit – much against his father’s wishes – out of  a sense of family loyalty. 

Junge Adler 
El Lazarillo de Tormes   Spain 1925 : “The Little Guide of Tormes”.  Alfredo “Pitusin” Hurtado (7), stars as a 

waif in 1505 who seeks employment with a variety of masters and ultimately finds 
himself with a dubious acting troupe. 

El Lazarillo de Tormes     Spain 1959 : “The Little Guide of Tormes”. Remake of the above with Marco Paoletti. 
Let ‘er Go, Gallagher! 
The Little Flower Girl’s Christmas UK 1909 : Flower girl saves rich benefactor from neighbourhood thugs. 

Lloyd’s of London   US 1936 : Freddie Bartholomew as 18th century tavern boy / Lloyd’s messenger boy. 

Majestät auf Abwegen   W Germany 1958 : “His Majesty Goes a-Wandering” 
Man Hunt Roddy McDowall in a brief cameo as a ship’s boy who helps conceal the man that 

tried to assassinate Hitler. 
Michael O'Halloran   : Jackie Moran as newsvendor 

Mr Smith Goes to Washington US 1939 : US Senate page boys (average age 12/13) dart about between the 

principals in Frank Capra’s painfully naïve portrait of a neophyte appalled by the 
cynicism and corruption of Washington. Dickie Jones (12) has the only speaking role 
– as page boy Dick Jones. 

Our New Errand Boy 
Padre Padrone     : 
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Le Petit Garçon de l’Ascenseur France 1961 : “The Little Lift-Boy” – Alain Dekock (13) stars as a Monte Carlo hotel 

page who wins a prize in a newspaper competition – a weekend in the regal suite of 
his own hotel. 

Der Piccolo vom Goldenen Löwen Germany 1928 : “The Page Boy at the Golden Lion”. Gustl Stark-Gstettenbaur (14) as 

tavern boy. 
Polly the Girl Scout 

and Grandpa’s Medals UK 1913: Kenneth Barker as a newsboy forced by wicked father to steal an old 

soldier’s medals.  For his sins he is run over and killed. 
Printer’s Devil    : Wesley Barry as printer’s apprentice 

Rubber Tires    : Junior Coghlan as newsvendor 
Sciuscià 
Something Always Happens 
Tension at Table Rock US 1956 : Western with strong “SHANE” overtones.  Billy Chapin (12) takes job in a 

small town newspaper office.  
V Lyudyakh USSR 1939 : “My Apprenticeship”  - Maxim Gorki’s turn of the century working 

experiences from the age of 9 as a ferryboat galley boy, and later domestic servant 
and apprentice icon-painter.  Played by Alyosha Lyarski (14) 

The Whipping Boy US TV 1994 : Truan Munro, ±12, starts out as a freelance 18th century rat-catcher, but 

then is press-ganged into service as whipping boy for the prince of Brattenburg. 
Zebra in the Kitchen 1965: 12-year old Jay North takes summer job at city zoo to be close to his pet puma, 

and releases all the inmates in protest against the conditions they’re kept in. 
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