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An awkward heading, meant only to convey those stories in which the children are raised by an older 
brother/sister, or in which the children attempt to deceive the outside world by continuing as normal after 
the death of one or both parents. Perhaps unexpectedly, in most cases the situation is handled not as the 
ultimate family catastrophe, but as a childhood wish-dream of total autonomy, like “LORD OF THE FLIES” 
- without the flies. 
 
When handled well, these films are an atypical celebration of children's competence and capacity for 
independence – a subversive notion in a world paying homage to “family values”.  The freedom from adult 
authority is illusory and short-lived, of course. As in Nicholas Roeg’s “WALKABOUT”, which treats with 
similar themes,  there is always the inevitable trudge back to reality, where adults reign.  But a seed is 
planted each time, whatever the writers may intend.  Parents are not, after all, indispensible. 
 
 
 
All Mine to Give US 1957 : aka “The Day They Gave Babies Away”. 1856 Wisconsin settler parents die, leaving 

their elder children (Rex Thompson, Patty McCormack) to redistribute the younger ones (Butch 
Bernard, Jon Provost) among neighbouring families. 

All the Kind Strangers 
Barna Fran Blasjofjallet 
Barnen Fran Frostmofjallet 
Broken Promise 
The Cement Garden 
Five Little Peppers and How They Grew 
La Fracture du Myocarde / Cross My Heart 
The 14 
Kids From 47A  UK ch TV series 19~ : On the death of their widowed mother, a family of four carry on 

regardless, fending off attempts by the social services to take them “into care”. 
The Little Girl Who Lives  

Down the Lane Canada / US / France 1976 : Jodie Foster stars as a 13-year old only child determined to run 

her own life and home after the sudden, mysterious disappearance of both her parents. The 
film’s subtext of her sexual independence did not attract the same controversy as  her role in 
“TAXI DRIVER”, released the same year.   

The Marriage Playground 
O Sangue Portugal 1989 : “Blood” Two young brothers attempt to maintain a semblance of normal 

existence during the long absences of their widowed father. 

Our Mother's House 
Party of Five    US TV series 
Tex 
They Found a Cave  Australia TV 1962 : Four English orphans in Tasmania run away to set up house in a cave. 

Where the Lilies Bloom 
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