
 

 
 

 
 
Frank Capra was celebrated as the first film director of sufficient stature to have his name credited above the 
title of the film, a kudos which only the top-ranking stars achieved, and which is still jealously sought after.  
It’s a token of Hollywood pre-eminence.  But rare indeed are the film-makers who have had films named 
after them (except, of course, in straight biopics) – “BEING JOHN MALKOVICH”, SEARCHING FOR 
GARBO” and “COME BACK TO THE FIVE AND DIME JIMMY DEAN, JIMMY DEAN” are a few which 
come immediately to mind.  Stars like Elvis, Babe Ruth and (god help us) Evel Knievel had films in their 
own name, but as public performers rather than film actors.  There was never a “JOHN WAYNE RIDES 
THE RANGE”, an “OLIVIER PLAYS HAMLET” or a “BOGART’S BIG SLEEP”.  
 
Not so for child actors, however.  One or two took their professional names from a hit screen role, such as 
Japan’s “Tokkan-Kozo” (“naughty boy”) or Mexico’s “Pulgarcito” (“Tom Thumb”), and became 
synonymous with it, but the films below are all named for the child-players in them, a status never enjoyed 
by even the greatest of child stars (Coogan, Temple, Bartholomew, Stockwell etc).  Most of these films are 
doubtless not worth a second glance, but it still must be accounted a mark of prestige, even in conventional 
studio vehicles, to find your name not above the title, but in it. 
 
 
 
 
Los Aventuras de  

Joselito en America 
Bennie Barlett’s Band US 1938 – no information available, but Bartlett (11), the son of vaudevillean parents, learned 

to play the trumpet at 3, had his own band at 4, and had had 15 of his own songs published by 
the age of 9.  He did film a good deal of film acting on the side.  

Gogi Ratiani 
Heintje – Ein Herz Geht  

Auf Reisen 
Heintje – Einmal Wird die Sonne 

Wieder Scheinen 
Heintje – Mein Bester Freund 
Jackie Cooper’s 

Christmas Party US 1931 – no further information available, but this was the year Cooper hit the big time with 

“SKIPPY” and “THE CHAMP”, and his studio obviously wanted to show off their prize pony. 

Joselito Vagabundo 
Mandy 
Marisol Rumbo a Rio 
 
 
 

~  10 titles  ~ 
 

 

 

SUBJECT INDEX: 
 

MY NAME IS THE TITLE! 


