
 
          

 
( “The Priest” ) 
Spain  :  1978  :  dir. Eloy de la Iglesia  :                                                :  95 min 
prod:             :  scr:                     :  dir.ph.:  
….………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Simon Andreu; Esperanza Roy; Emilio Gubeérrez Cuba; Africa Pratt 
 
  

Ref: Pages Sources Stills KBytes  Ω         Copy on VHS Last Viewed 

5307 3½ 2 21           -    - No unseen 

 
 

Source (and right):    Award Films 
 
 
Speelfilm Encyclopedie review: 
 
“A seminary priest is obsessed with the vow of 
chastity.  A sensation-seeking and overwrought 
drama in want of a critical vision, and with a 
mediocre cast.  ½ ”  
 
 
Award Films International (commercial gay 
video distributors) website review: 
www.gayweb.com/106 
 
“A recently discovered early work of 

acclaimed director Eloy de la Iglesia 

("COLEGAS", "EL DIPUTADO"), "EL 

SACERDOTE" ("The Priest") tells the often 

shocking story of a troubled priest in a 

desperate battle for his own soul.  Set in a 

strict Catholic parish house, the film takes a 

piercing look into the tortured souls of mortal 
men who have buried the most basic human 
desires in service to God. Father Miguel, played 
with downbeat conviction by Simon Andreu, is 
a man in physical and psychological torment.  
Obsessed by images and fantasies of sex, he has 
sunk into a suicidal mid-life crisis of conscience. 
Should he surrender to temptation, and 
possibly be forced to leave his order, or stay and 
fight the demons of the flesh which may 
ultimately destroy him. 
 
This early masterpiece, from one of Spain’s 
most controversial directors, has not only been 
banned by the Catholic Church, but severely 
censored upon its initial release. This 
uncensored version, released for the first time 
in America, of "EL SACERDOTE" is much 
more than a well aimed poke in the eye to the 
Church.  It is also a heartfelt examination of 
the folly and certain tragedy that occurs when a 
man attempts to destroy the very natural drives 
that make him a man. Unrated. In Spanish 
with English subtitles.” 
 
 
 
 
 

 

El Sacerdote  

http://www.gayweb.com/106


 



 



[no listing in "Halliwell's Film Guide", 
"Leonard Maltin's Movie and Video Guide 
2001", "The Critics’ Film Guide", "The 
Good Film and Video Guide", "Movies on 
TV and Videocassette 1988-89", "Rating 
the Movies (1990)", "The Sunday Times 
Guide to Movies on Television", "The Time 
Out Film Guide", "TV Times Film & Video 
Guide 1995", "Variety Movie Guide 1993", 
"Video Movie Guide 1993" or "The Virgin 
Film Guide"] 

 
 

 

 
 
 
No further information currently available.  Stills sequence above from The Movie and TV 
Spanking Page.  A film with goose abuse, lashings of male nudity, and lashings of nude 
males may be assured of controversy, but it doesn’t necessarily qualify as an undiscovered 
masterpiece.  The shock value would obviously reverberate more in catholic countries, but the 
church was foolish to put such a film on its proscribed list, according it the probably 
undeserved status of a “Satanic Verses”.  It’s not known who plays the priest as a boy, who 
really shot John Kennedy, or how migratory birds navigate long distances. 
 
See subject index under CORPORAL PUNISHMENT, RELIGION and presumably SEX & 
SEXUALITY. 
 
 
 


