
 
          

 

( original title unknown )  [Krasnye dyavolyata] 
U.S.S.R  (Georgia)  :  1923  :  dir. I Perestiani                                          Silent  :  ? [130] min 

prod:             :  scr:                     :  dir.ph.:  
…………………………….……………………………………………………………………………… 
Cast unknown 
  

Ref: Pages Sources Stills Words  Ω  8    M   Copy on VHS Last Viewed 

5189a 1.5 2 1 492  -    -    -    -    - No unseen 

 

 
Young-faced partisans in the dugout              Source:  Cinematographic Art in Soviet Georgia 

 

 

Cinematographic Art in Soviet Georgia 
notes (in somewhat fractured English): 

 

“A number of features which gained a wide 

popularity had already been produced in 

Georgia by 1921-23. "ARSEN JORJI-

ASHVILI", "THE LITTLE RED DEVILS", 
"ARSEN THE ROBBER" were films praising 

rebels and revolutionaries,  heroes of the Civil 

War (1918-1920), workers and peasants…  

"THE LITTLE RED DEVILS" had made a 

real hit with the public and, according to 

"Pravda", was the first portent of the Soviet 

cinema. 

 

The film was on adventures and deeds of four 

young Civil War heroes and proved to be what 

the public was eager to see and admire;  being 

full of revolutionary inspiration, it told about 

deeds of the young characters and showed the 

courage and their revolutionary inspiration, 

fearlessness, their fight with white foes.  An 

unusual accentric manner of expression the 

film was made in plus humour contributed 

much to its success. "THE LITTLE RED 

DEVILS", directed by I Perestiani and made in 

1923, can still be seen on the screen 50 years 

later after its shooting.” 

 

 

 

Little Red Devils  



 

 

 

Excerpt from The International Encyclo-

pedia of Film survey of Soviet cinema: 

 

“…The real impetus needed was provided by 

Lenin’s New Economic Policy (NEP) – partial 

return to private enterprise – which was 

introduced in 1921.  Suddenly all the hidden 

film stock and equipment came mysteriously 

to light;  and production shot from eleven 

features in 1921, to 157 in 1924.  Stalin, as the 

powerful Commissar for Nationalities, valued 

the cinema no less highly than Lenin:  The 

cinema is the greatest means of mass 

propaganda.  We must take it in our hands.  

The encouragement he gave to production in 

the National republics created healthy 

industries in the Ukraine and in Georgia, 

where Perestiani made one of the first really 

successful revolutionary films, "LITTLE 

RED DEVILS", about a group of children 

caught up with red guerrilla fighters.” 

  

[no listing in "Classics of the Silent 
Screen", "A Pictorial History of the Silent 
Screen", "Silent Movies: A Picture Quiz 
Book", “Bloomsbury Foreign Film Guide”, 
"Halliwell's Film Guide", "Leonard Maltin's 
Movie and Video Guide 2001", "Speelfilm 
Encyclopedie", "The Critics’ Film Guide", 
"The Good Film and Video Guide", 
"Movies on TV and Videocassette 1988-
89", "Rating the Movies (1990)", "The 
Sunday Times Guide to Movies on 
Television", "The Time Out Film Guide", 
"TV Times Film & Video Guide 1995", 
"Variety Movie Guide 1993", "Video Movie 
Guide 1993" or "The Virgin Film Guide"] 
 

 

 

 

No further information currently available.  This is currently the earliest archive entry from 
former Soviet Eurasia. 
 
See subject index under EASTERN EUROPE / SOVIET BLOC, SILENT CINEMA and WAR, 
which contains a sub-section on BOY SOLDIERS. 
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