
 
          

 
( aka: “The Biter Bit” ) 
UK  :  1898  :  dir.   :  Riley-Bamforth  (RAB)                                  Silent  :  68 sec  
prod:     :  scr:                     :  dir.ph.:  
…………………………….……………………………………………………………………………… 
Cast unknown 
  

Ref: Pages Sources Stills Words  Ω  8    M   Copy on VHS Last Viewed 

5756 0.5 1 0 314   -    -    -   -    - No unseen 

 
 

The British Film Catalogue 1895-1985 
listing: 

 

“Comedy.  Boy stops gardener’s hose, then 

releases water.” 

 

 

[no listing in "Classics of the Silent 
Screen", "A Pictorial History of the Silent 
Screen", "Silent Movies: A Picture Quiz 
Book", "Halliwell's Film Guide", "Leonard 
Maltin's Movie and Video Guide 2001", 
"The Critics’ Film Guide", "The Good Film 
and Video Guide", "Movies on TV and 
Videocassette 1988-89", “The Moving 
Picture Boy”, "Rating the Movies (1990)", 
Speelfilm Encyclopedie", "The Sunday 
Times Guide to Movies on Television", 
"The Time Out Film Guide", "TV Times 
Film & Video Guide 1995", "Variety Movie 
Guide 1993", "Video Movie Guide 1993" or 
"The Virgin Film Guide"] 
 

 

 

 

No further information currently available.  The boy is not identified.  This is, believe it or not, 
the third film version of that granddaddy of all slapstick gags.  The first was the Lumiere 
brothers’ “L’ARROSEUR ARROSÉ” (1895), which is the earliest entry in the archive, but it 
was remade – not to say stolen – the following year by Birt Acres as “A SURREY GARDEN”. 
Since the alternative title is “THE BITER BIT”, we can assume the boy gets a good hosing 
down for his effrontery, rather than the spanking of the original film.  Why not both, I say! 
 
Denis Gifford’s British Film Catalogue is a staggering work of research, listing virtually every 
live action film shot in the UK over the first ninety years of the cinema, but uniquely valuable 
for information on these earliest silent pieces, the great majority of which we must assume to 
be lost. 
 
See subject index under COMEDY, RASCALS & SCALAWAGS and SILENT CINEMA. 
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