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The steam-powered mousetrap was one of Peter’s more baroque inventions...  

                            Source for all stills: Collins Film Yearbook c1947 

 

 

Collins Film Yearbook (c1947) synopsis: 
 
“Peter Quentin wanted to become an engineer 
when he left school, but his father was anxious 
for him to go into his own market gardeners’ 
business.  Peter had an elder brother John and 
a sister Margaret, but he was thought to be the 
really clever one of the family.  He spent all his 
spare time in an old shed in the garden 
inventing all kinds of gadgets, and he was given 
a lot of help and advice by Mr Carpenter, the 
railway signalman. 
 

At the moment, Peter was working on 
something really big – a new idea for a railway 
engine – but he found himself stuck till he 
could get hold of a one-horse-power motor.  Mr 
Carpenter explained the whole thing to Mr 
Quentin, who was very much impressed by his 
son’s promise, but he said that he couldn’t 
possibly afford twenty pounds, which would be 
the cost of the motor.  However, when Peter 
asked if he could spend his summer holidays in 
trying to raise the money himself by doing odd 
jobs, he agreed – but only on the condition 

Fortune Lane  



that, if Peter failed to raise the money, he would give up his ambition to become an  

 
 
Peter rescues an Irish waif from the clutches of an angry butcher!  And not a moment too soon! 

 
 
engineer and go into the market-gardening 
business. 
 
To begin with, Peter began cleaning windows.  
He invented a window-cleaning gadget on the 
end of a stick, and a special kind of ladder, and 
they both worked very well.  One day, cycling to 
a job on his cycle and sidecar, he saw a 
commotion outside a butcher’s shop.  The 
butcher was threatening a boy for selling paper 
carriers to the people in the queue.  It looked 
bad for the boy, but Peter shouted to him to 
jump into the sidecar, and they rushed away to 
safety. 
 
Outside the village they stopped, and Peter 
found that his new friend was an Irish boy 
called Tim Driscoll.  He had no money and 
nowhere to go, and he was waiting for his 
grandfather in Ireland to send him enough 
money to pay his passage home.  Peter promptly 
offered to take Tim into partnership with him 
in the "Quentin Window Cleaning Service".  
He didn’t feel he could ask his father to give 
Tim a home, but he took Margaret into his 
confidence, and they rigged up a bed for him in 
the garden shed. 
 
Tim turned out to be a good team-mate, and 
they got along beautifully.  Peter’s savings 
gradually mounted, and he began to see the 
one-horse-power motor within his grasp.  But 
then they ran up against the owner of a rival 

window-cleaning business who warned them 
that he was going to queer their pitch1.  He 
brought in a whole crowd of men in white 
coats, and Peter and Tim realised that they 
couldn’t compete.  Well, if there was no work 
for them in the village, there was a big town 
very near. 
 
In the town they came on a newly built block of 
railway offices, and asked the foreman if they 
could be given the job of cleaning the windows 
in it.  The foreman agreed to give them a trial, 
and they set to work enthusiast-ically, for there 
were a whole lot of windows,  
 

                                                           
1
 Oo-er! 



 

 
Margaret and Peter adopt the little tinker… 

  



 
 
 
and the job would earn them enough, with 
what they had already saved, to buy the motor. 
 
Cleaning the window of the chief draughts-
man’s office, Peter overheard him discussing 
the plans of a new locomotive with the chief 
engineer.  They were trying to puzzle out a 
certain technical difficulty, and Peter couldn’t 

help overhearing everything they said. In fact, 
he became so interested that he fell into the 
room and landed on the floor.  He told the two 
men that he had heard what they had been 
saying, and he made a suggestion for a change 
in the plans which he thought would solve their 
problem.  He was sent packing, but his 
suggestion had started a train of thought in the 

 
Right: Peter gets a hard lesson in  
 the   ethics   of   “free  market”  
capitalism  when  a  rival  firm 
 arrives on the scene to (ahem) 
“queer  his  pitch”.    Today  we 
 would call that “the Woolmart 
strategy”… 
 
 
Below: Peter gatecrashes a 
design conference on a new 
locomotive by the cunning 
expedient of falling in the 
window.  “Zounds!” cries the 
draughtsman, “Last week it was 
only moths and houseflies! Hand 
 me that boy-repellant, quick!” 
 
 
   



draughtsman’s head, and a few days later, the 
plans were completed. 

 
 
Anglo-Irish goodwill cemented by a sandwich… 
 

 
"The Quentin Window Cleaning Service" 
carried out its task to the foreman’s satisfaction, 
and Peter was paid for his work.  Now at last he 
had his twenty pounds.  It was a triumphant 
moment.  And then, just when he was going off 
to buy the motor, a letter for Tim arrived from 
Ireland.  It told him that his grandfather was ill, 
and that he must come home right away – but 
that he must find the money for the fare 
himself. 
 
Peter decided that there was only one thing to 
do.  He must forget all about the electric motor 
and give the money to Tim for the tickets to 
Ireland.  It was a sad day when Peter and 
Margaret saw Tim off on his journey, and Peter 
made Margaret promise not to say anything to 
Mr Quentin about giving his savings to Tim.  
He simply confessed to his father that he had 
failed to raise the money for the motor, and he 
agreed glumly to give up his hopes of becoming 
an engineer. 
 
Then a visitor arrived at the house.  It was Mr 
Ogilvie, the chief engineer from the railway 
offices.  He came with wonderful news.  The 
new engine had been built, and the chief 
draughtsman had declared that it had been 
Peter’s idea that had got over the difficulty in its 

construction.  Now the engine was due to make 
its trial speed run to Scotland, and Mr Ogilvie 
asked if Peter could travel with the driver on 
the footplate.  Mr Quentin, proud of his son 
and realising his talent, could scarcely say no.  
And when Mr Ogilvie said that Peter certainly 
ought to become an engineer, and that the 
railway would be glad to take him on right 
away, there could scarcely be any answer to that 
as well but "Yes". 
 
Before the trial run, Peter had the time of his 
life in the railway yards, helping in the oiling 
and preparation of the new locomotive.  Before 
the start of the run, he was congratulated by Mr 
Ogilvie and the officials of the railway, and the 
proudest moment of his life was when, standing 
triumphantly on the footplate of "his" engine, it 
roared past his local station on the long run to 
Scotland, and he saw his father and mother, 
brother and sister and Mr Carpenter standing 
on the steps of the signal-box and waving to 
him.” 
 

 

[no listing in "Halliwell's Film Guide", 
"Leonard Maltin's Movie and Video Guide 
2001", "Speelfilm Encyclopedie", "The 
Critics’ Film Guide", "The Good Film and 
Video Guide", "Movies on TV and 
Videocassette 1988-89", "Rating the 
Movies (1990)", "The Sunday Times Guide 
to Movies on Television", "The Time Out 
Film Guide", "TV Times Film & Video 
Guide 1995", "Variety Movie Guide 1993", 
"Video Movie Guide 1993" or "The Virgin 
Film Guide"] 

 
 
The Moving Picture Boy entry on Weske: 
 
“This fair, waifish boy, a favourite urchin of 
British films of the late forties, was the son of 
the actor J. Victor Weske.  His first featured 
role was as "Limpy" in "MEDAL FOR THE 
GENERAL", but he was better known later as 
"Henry" in the William films. 
 
He had minor parts in films for another twenty 
years or so, for instance in "THE HIGH 
BRIGHT SUN" (65) and "A HOLE LOT OF 
TROUBLE" (69).” 

 
 



 
 
 

Winchester’s Screen Encyclopedia (1948) note: 
 
“Comedy adventure.  The story of a boy who 
wants to be a railwayman.” 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

A trainspotter’s vision 
of paradise – riding  
the footplate on a 
maiden run from 
London to Scotland.  
And none of that 
tiresome business of 
halting for passengers. 
Peter gets a bespoke 
boilersuit into the 
bargain, and you can’t 
say fairer than that. 



No further information currently available.  Charming, though, in its simplicity and directness. 
Vim and vigour will always reap rewards.  The heart’s ambitions are always attainable if one 
first makes an offering to the gods. Belief in oneself does not necessitate immodesty.  The 
film’s “instructional” messages are plain enough, but without late-twentieth century 
preachiness or blame-finding.  Peter’s gesture of unselfishness is not thrown into high relief 
by contrasting it with another character’s callousness.  And there is none of the one-
upmanship between children and their parents which was one of the defining characteristics 
of comparable films of the 1990s.  In short, it seems somehow much cleaner. And because 
children today have been saturated with the values of the 1990s, it would bore them all stiff. 
 
 
Rather a dim title, it must be added, and the film is listed in no other source I’ve yet found.  
Douglas Barr presumably plays Peter, and although I don’t recognise Weske from the two 
Just William films he made, he must be Tim.  Holmstrom gives Barr’s birthdate as 1932, 
which would make him 15 here, though he looks no more than 12.  He was one of the boys 
pell-melling through “HUE AND CRY” (but then so were half the boys in London).  In 1948 he 
made “THE LAST LOAD” and in 1949 “MADELEINE”.  Weske’s other films included 
“PERFECT STRANGERS” (45), “QUIET WEEKEND” (46), “FAME IS THE SPUR” (47) and 
“PEN PICTURE FROM RHODESIA” (48).  He was 14.  The identity of the girl playing 
Margaret is not known, but I’ve assumed she’s Angela Glynne, the only female name given by 
Winchester’s Screen Encyclopedia. 
 
 
See subject index under BOY INVENTORS, CHILDREN’S ENTERTAINMENT FILMS, 
ENTERPRISE / YOUNG ENTREPRENEURS, TRAINS & RAILWAYS and WORKING BOYS 
& GIRLS. 
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