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Radio Times note: 
 
“Charting the progress of an ambitious junior 
football team from London’s Isle of Dogs.” 

 

 

 
 
 
No further information currently available.  Although Dawson shoots his film with the minimum 
of commentary, following the efforts of Millwall Albion FC junior league team to reach the final, 
he succeeds – perhaps despite his best intentions – in confirming all our worst suspicions 
about this weekend “sport”.  The team coach is a knuckle-dragging moron of the first order.  
Called upon to referee an interim league match his team (presumably 9-11 year olds) must 
play before the all-important semi-final, he throws the game in his own team’s favour and 
gloats of having done so before he drives them home from the match.  We watch him viewing 
a professional game on the box, and urging his boys to foul the other team – just as their 
professional idols do – whenever the referee’s not looking their way.  They should also goad 
the opposition during a game in the hopes of getting one of their players sent off for 
retaliating.  During training, if a boy is not performing as he ought, the coach will rail at him for 
“running like a queer”. 
 
It’s an honest enough reflection of that neanderthal south London culture (I’ve lived in the 
area) and reveals just how little sport has to do with sportsmanship for these Sun-readers, but 
it doesn’t make very appetising television.  As for the boys themselves, they’re the hard-bitten 
young cases one would expect, dedicated to football with a grim, almost serene conviction.  
We do not see them derive any pleasure at all from the playing of it – it’s far too serious a 
business for that.  Football is a kind of ritualised working class warfare,  winning is more 
important than being any good at all.  So semi-final day arrives, the first time this club has 
ever reached so far in the junior league.  Coach howls at his boys from the sidelines, the 
troops charge back and forth, and Millwall Albion FC are comprehensively thrashed 5-1 by 
opponents St Matthias.  Couldn’t have happened to a nicer bunch of lads, I say. 
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