
 
          

 

( aka:  “Huckleberry Finn” ) 
US  :  1939  :  dir. Richard Thorpe  :  M-G-M                                             :  90 min 
prod: Joseph L Mankiewicz  :  scr: Hugo Butler  :  dir.ph.: John Seitz 
…………………………….……………………………………………………………………………… 
Mickey Rooney; Walter Connolly; William Frawley; Rex Ingram; Lynne Carver; Jo Ann Sayers 
Elizabeth Risdon; Clara Blandick; Victor Kilian; Minor Watson 
  

Ref: Pages Sources Stills Words  Ω         Copy on VHS Last Viewed 

2681a 2½ 8 1 643   -    -    -       - No Unseen 

 
 

                                           Source:  The M-G-M Story 

 

 

Leonard Maltin’s TV Movies and Video 

Guide review: 

 

“Subdued Rooney fine, Ingram excellent as 

Huck and Jim in the classic Mark Twain tale 

of early 19th century America;  Connolly and 

Frawley are amusing as riverboat con artists.  

*** ” 

 

 

Speelfilm Encyclopedie review – identical to 

above 

 

 

 

 

 

Halliwell’s Film Guide review: 

 

“Solidly competent remake with excellent 

production values and several entertaining 

sequences. ** ” 

 

 

The Good Film and Video Guide review: 

 

“Mark Twain’s picturesque tale of a 

Mississippi boyhood, beautifully done – partly 

because the producer, Joseph L Mankiewicz, 

insisted on riverside locations and this 

particular cast, Elizabeth Risdon as the Widow 

Douglas, Rex Ingram as the slave Jim, Walter 

Connolly and William Frawley as the two con-

men, and above all Mickey Rooney as Huck.  

Other versions were made in 1920, 1931, 1960 

and 1974 (twice:  to be avoided particularly is 

the one with music).  ** ” 

 

 

The M-G-M Story review: 

 

“Mickey Rooney dropped his Andy Hardy 

gimmicks  to give a fine performance in "THE 

ADVENTURES OF HUCKLEBERRY 

FINN".  He was ably partnered by the black 

actor Rex Ingram (same-named as the early 

MGM director) who had won fame as De 

Lawd in "THE GREEN PASTURES".  Hugo 

Butler wrote a straightforward script from 

Mark Twain’s masterpiece, which had been 

previously filmed by Paramount in 1920 and 

1931.  Direction by Richard Thorpe and 

production by Joseph Mankiewicz won general 

approval, as did performers Walter Connolly, 

William Frawley, Lynne Carver, Jo Ann 

Sayers, Elisabeth Risdon, Victor Kilian, Minor 

Watson and Clara Blandick.”  

 

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn  



 

Movies on TV and Videocassette 1988-89 

review: 

 

“Strictly for the youngsters is this flavourless 

adaptation of the Mark Twain story.  ** ” 

 

 

The Sunday Times Guide to Movies on 

Television review: 

 

“The old (1938) Mickey Rooney version;  nice 

for the kids, and it sticks to the story.  ” 

 

 

TV Times Film & Video Guide 1995 review: 

 

“Solidly entertaining MGM version of the 

Mark Twain classic, with Mickey Rooney 

giving a breezy but controlled account of the 

title role.  The scene-stealing characters, 

though, are two Mississippi conmen, 

delightfully played in this version by Walter 

Connolly and William Frawley.  One of the 

first big MGM films entrusted to their reliable 

contract director, Richard Thorpe, who later 

made such hits for the studio as "THE 

GREAT CARUSO", "IVANHOE" and 

"JAILHOUSE ROCK".  *** ” 

 

 

Variety Film Guide 1993 review: 

 

“Picture is a fairly close adaptation of the 

original Mark Twain work, but has not been 

able to catch the rare and sparkling humour 

and general sincerity of the author’s original.  

Furthermore, young Rooney seems too mature 

for his years
1
.  Huckleberry Finn is naturally 

the dominating character in the story.  Taken 

under the wings of Elizabeth Risdon and Clara 

Blandick for upbringing and an education, 

Mickey can’t stand for school and dressing up.  

When his father appears to demand money 

from the sisters, Rooney disappears.  Meeting 

Rex Ingram, an escaping slave, pair start down 

the river on a raft.  Many opportunities for 

comic situations are missed.  Rex Ingram 

stands out boldly in support.  He gives an 

honest and effective characterisation of the 

runaway slave.” 

 
 

[no listing in "The Critics’ Film Guide", “A 
Pictorial History of the Talkies”, "Rating 
the Movies (1990)", "The Time Out Film 
Guide",  "Video Movie Guide 1993" or 
"The Virgin Film Guide"] 

                                                           
1
 He was 19 for pity's sake! 

 
 



 

 

 

No further information currently available.  “Strictly for the youngsters”, it’s so bad, eh? 
 
See subject index under HISTORY, RUNAWAYS/STOWAWAYS, SLAVERY, MARK TWAIN 
 
 
 
 


