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Titles: 3  Sources: 3  Stills: 2 
 
 

Born: London;  February 2
nd

 1920 
 Died: 
 
 
Anyone who could inflict Lena Zavaroni (and others) on the civilised world in the name of 
“talent” has a good deal to answer for.  I hail from the generation too young to have seen any 
of his films (or heard his radio show at age 14) but old enough to remember him as the 
mannered, stuffy gameshow host of sixties British television, much parodied by the 
impressionists of the day.  Green had all the mock sincerity and conviviality of a door-to-door 
insurance salesman, and it would be hard, with that instinctive distaste for the man (his 
pretended feud with fellow quizmaster Michael Miles of “Take Your Pick”, his famous 
audience ”clap-ometer”) to reach a fair assessment of the abilities of the boy. 
 
 
 

 

“This soup tastes like you washed your feet in it (and I mean that most sincerely friends I really do)!”  quips Hughie as 
“MIDSHIPMAN EASY” (centre) with Desmond Tester seated to his right.           Source:  The Moving Picture Boy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  Hughie Green 

 

 



Halliwell’s Filmgoer’s Companion entry: 

 

“Canadian actor in Britain, former juvenile, 

then popular TV quizmaster and talent scout.” 

 

 

Halliwell’s Television Companion entry: 

 

“Canadian/British juvenile actor, quizmaster 

{Double Your Money) and talent discoverer 

(Opportunity Knocks).  His manner has been 

much mimicked.” 

 
 

 
“MIDSHIPMAN EASY” – here being tended to  by a 
“cabin boy” in the unlikely shape of ex-
Commonwealth heavyweight Robert Adams. 
                                      Source:  NFT Bulletin May 78 

 
 

 

The Moving Picture Boy entry: 

 

““Hughie Green had a Scottish-Canadian 

father and an Irish mother, and spent much of 

his childhood in Canada.  But perhaps a more 

powerful influence on his future life was the 

fact that he had as godfather the great comic 

Harry Tate.  On his return to London the boy 

saw Tate in action at many a music-hall, and 

absorbed tricks of comedy timing from him.  

(Film survives from the mid-Thirties of 

godfather and godson performing a sketch 

together.)   

 

By the time he was 14 he had his own radio 

show ("Hughie Green and his Gang") and 

made his entry into movies, first in "LITTLE 

FRIEND" with Nova Pilbeam and then in the 

title role of "MIDSHIPMAN EASY", a 

wholly delightful version of a once-famous  

boys’ adventure by Captain Marryat which 

marked the solo directorial debut of Carol 

Reed.  (Uncle Harry also has a featured part.)  

Hughie creates a tactless and absent-minded 

hero of enormous,  blundering charm – a 

bizarre cross, if it can be imagined, between 

Mickey Rooney and Ernest Thesiger. 

 

Green wasn’t much seen in films after this, 

though he crops up in the 1940 "TOM 

BROWN’S SCHOOLDAYS".  He did war 

service in the Royal Canadian Air Force, and 

during the Fifties and Sixties became a popular 

presenter of quiz and talent shows, such as 

Double Your Money and Opportunity Knocks 

on British TV.  By this time his charm had 

coarsened to a sort of ogling archness that was 

painful to those of a sensitive disposition.” 

  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
     Year  Age  Title        Role 
 
 

34 14 LITTLE FRIEND      in title role ? 
35 15 BIG BEN CALLING 
35  MIDSHIPMAN EASY     in title role 

     with Desmond Tester 
      40 20 TOM BROWN’S SCHOOLDAYS 

    with Jimmy Lydon, Freddie Bartholomew      
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