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Titles: 1  Sources: 1  Stills: 2 
 
 

Born: Australia;  1961 
 
 
 
Very plausible in his central role as Tom Allen, 13, a bashful but cheery-natured pupil at a 
dour Catholic seminary, undergoing the confusions of puberty, bedwetting and spiritual 
dedication in Fred Schepisi's quasi-autobiographical "THE DEVIL'S PLAYGROUND".  
 
 

 
 
The Moving Picture Boy entry: 
 
““Simon, who also developed talents as a singer 
and dancer, had only one child part in the 
cinema, but a meaty one.  As the confused Tom 

Allen of "THE DEVIL’S PLAY-GROUND", a 
pupil in an Australian Catholic seminary in the 
1950s, he moves bashfully through the steamy 
atmosphere of an adolescence riddled with 
religion-induced shame and guilt:  

 

 

  Simon Burke 

 

 

 
Left: Unfortunately the only facial 
still of him encountered to date.  
He’s on the left, being grappled by 
classmate Greggs, who is more 
than willing to surrender, even if 
he’s not quite certain what it is 
he’s  so happy to surrender to. 
 
   Source:  NFT Bulletin May 1978 

 
Right:  Tom displaying his 
charms, to the righteous 
indignation of ever watchful 
brother XXXX.  The boys at 
this school are obliged even 
to wear swimtrunks in the 
showers, in a futile bid to 
shield their minds from 
“impure” thoughts. Clearly it 
hasn’t worked with Greggs 
(above) nor with Tom, who 
admits in confession to 
masturbating three times a 
day, while other boys at the 
school have set up a 
nocturnal secret society to 
achieve spiritual bliss 
through whipping one 
another.  Ah, the mysteries 
of faith! 
  
Source: Movieboys website 



masturbation, sado-masochistic hanky-panky 
and (in Tom’s case) torrential bed-wetting. 
 
The nice thing is that, against all the odds, 
innocence [sic] and humour continually win 
out, in cascades of schoolboy giggles.  There are 
hilarious scenes of mutual confession among 
the pupils, and would-be sexy fights.  ("You’ve 
won.  What are you going to do to me?") 
 
Simon Burke – wholly delightful and 
sympathetic in this weird film – later had 
leading roles in "THE IRISHMAN" (78) and 
"THE CLINIC" (82), and supporting ones in 
"SLIPPERY SLIDE" (80), "MAY I HAVE A 
NORMAL LIFE" (81), "RED" (81) and 
"SLATE, WYN AND ME" (87).  He also had 
leads in the 1983 TV series "Scales of Justice" 
and "Kings".” 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
     Year  Age  Title        Role 
 
 

76 15 THE DEVIL’S PLAYGROUND   in central role, Tom Allen (13) 

78 17 THE IRISHMAN 
80 19 SLIPPERY SLIDE 
81 20 MAY I HAVE A NORMAL LIFE 
81  RED 
82 21 THE CLINIC 

 83 22 Scales of Justice     Aus TV series 
 83  Kings       Aus TV series 
 

 

 

FILMOGRAPHY 
 


