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The Atlantic Island is not played

The Atlantic Island

theatre of intimacy, the family by Gérard Mordlllat

JERRRHIET€ people reveal based on the work of Tony Duvert

themselves in what they have Midnight Editions *

most raw, most violent, most
heavy. And slowly the
unacceptable truth appears: the
children, supposedly guilty, are

the real victims...

Tuesday, December 13 at 10:45 p.m.

Itis anisland - but it is a geographical metaphor - a large provincial town where children are
bored. They are between seven and fourteen years old; at night, when everyone thinks they are
asleep, they run away from their parents to visit houses, villas, properties. They burgle for fun, for
defiance, for idleness; the loot counts less than the excitement caused by the theft. Unfortunately,
during these night outings, a woman dies of a heart attack and another is murdered by her
husband, taking advantage of the opportunity...

There is no longer any question of turning a blind eye to petty thefts; the police must investigate and a commissioner is in

charge of the investigations. But this investigation is a decoy...

* Reprint of “The Atlantic Island” in paperback - “Double” Collection - Les Editions de Minuit
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Interview
with Gérard Mordillat

How the project was bornAtlantic Island?

It's a project that comes from far away, very far away even...

At the beginning, there is a conversation with Pierre Chevalier about three books
that have been very important in my life; books that have accompanied me and
still accompany me. Pierre takes me at my word and commissions three films for
ARTE based on these books:In the company of Antonin Artaudby Jacques Prevel
(filmed in 1997),Learning the cityby Luc Dietrich (filmed in 2000) andThe Atlantic
Islandthat I just finished. Here, while turningThe Atlantic Island,I went through
with this friendly order.

What meaning do you give to this trilogy?

To express in cinematographic form my admiration for literature, to depict
the incomparable emotions it gives me, to share them, to read while
filming...

Why particularly?Atlantic Island?

The Atlantic Islandis a very hard, very brutal book - sometimes
comically mean - about violence against children. Not just physical
violence, but all forms of violence against them: abandonment,
humiliation, denigration, veneration, neglect, etc. I wanted to show
that, to push the children to the forefront, to forbid the spectators from
looking away or covering their ears. I think that in spirit, the film is very
faithful to the novel, even if to stage it, I explored narrative paths
specifically cinematographic or television.

How did you choose the children who are in the film?
By doing tests, again and again. With Francois Vantrou, my assistant,
we must have seen 400 children for about ten roles. When we film

With children, the choice is essential. A child who does not succeed or who
succeeds badly, or who is inconsistent, will be so during the filming, and if he is
good he will be so during the filming. And then the emotional dimension is very
important, as important as the acting skills. You have to feel a real connivance, a
complicity. In all modesty, I believe that we were not mistaken for the children or
young girls who play inThe Atlantic island.If the film is successful, it is first and

foremost to them that I owe it.

I notice some "newcomers" in the troupe of actors who, from film to
film, are faithful to you: Catherine Jacob, Frank de la Personne, Jean-
Damien Barbin...

It's true that I've filmed a lot with my "troupe", as you say: Luc Thuillier, Jacques
Pater, Patrick Valota, Marianne Basler or Julie Jézéquel! But here, I had to widen
the circle! For the Seignelet couple, I immediately thought of Catherine Jacob and
Frank de la Personne. It was obvious to me, and I didn't imagine for a single
moment that they could refuse the role I offered them. Catherine and Frank
have this unique dimension of actors capable of acting. It's a commonplace but
it's true. Making people laugh is the hardest thing in the world. And it's because
they have this rare quality that Catherine and Frank were able to put their art to
the service of the opposite: showing the darkest side of the individual,
confronting the demons of a terrifying couple, touching on tragedy. As for Jean-
Damien Barbin, I had a kind of illumination when I saw him play at the Théatre
du Rond-Point: Maurice Glairat was him! And I don't see who else could have
done better than him. I didn't have to try! So, I have three new recruits in my

"troop".

Is there an image that sums up everything you wanted to do?

Two or three, but deep down they are the same... Those of Jean-Charles (Camille
in the film) looking at his father and telling him, without lowering his eyes, "it's
disgusting", that of Finnegan (Jean-Baptiste) telling his family: "You don't have
the right", or of his two brothers facing their parents.The Atlantic Island is a film

where children judge their parents. And their judgment is merciless.

Interview by Pascale Laniot.
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Gérard Mordillat, the director

Catherine Jacob

After her one woman showWelcome to the ClubIn 1985, she gained

particular attention in 1988 for her performance inLife is a long, quiet river.
by Etienne Chatiliez (César for Most Promising Actress). She is working again
as a director with as much success inHappinessisinthemeadow (1995) and
AuntieDan (1990) alongside Tsilla Chelton, whom she would later meet

again inThe Thirst for Catherine Jacob often plays roles of buxom women

and mothers as inNine months (1993) by Patrick Braoudé, Thank you life (
1990) by Ber Blier,God is great, I am very small (2001) or evenThe first time I
was 20,in 2004. His career is also marked by roles all in the comedy register:
The Robbersby Jean-Paul Salomé (1993) especiallyI'm hungry !!lby Florence
Quentin in 2001. In 2003, she appeared in Laurent Lucas'sWho killed Bambi
by Gilles Marchand.

Catherine Jacob completed two shoots a few months ago:District VI Laurent Firode
where she shares the bill with Johnny Hallyday and Pascal Legitim The aristosby
Charlotte de Turkheim. On television, we were able to see her, a few weeks ago, in
Desiree Landruby Pierre Boutron. And soon on ARTE, in a TV film by Virginie Wagon

which will be part of a collectionmothers/daughters.

Frank of the Person

After training in theatre at the Conservatoire National de Paris (1983/1986) under the
guidance of Michel Bouquet, Franck De La Personne began on stage, alternating
between classical and contemporary repertoires and boulevard plays. He made his
film debut in 1988 with Claude Chabrol inA women's affair and plays the following
year inThe surprise guestby Georges Lautner. He works with many directors such as
Jean Poiret, Jean-Michel Ribes, Jean-Pierre Vergne, Ismael Merchant, Claude Berri. He
has been seen inMarquiseby Vera Belmont (1997), more recently inThe Chopsby
Bertrand Blier (2003). For television, he appeared in TV films by Jean-Michel Ribes,
Yves Régnier, Marianne Lamour, etc. He is on the bill forRoyal Palaceby Valérie

Lemercier with Lambert Wilson and Catherine Deneuve.
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